2. Summary of the phonology 

Below is a brief overview of the phonology of Manam. A more complete 
treatment may be found in Turner (1986). 



2.1 Word stress 

Generally stress falls on the penultimate syllable of the word. If the ultimate 
syllable is closed, it will carry the stress. 

(1) 'mata 'eye' 
ma'tam 'your eye' 

A stress shift left is occasionally used to mark the singular number as in: 

(2) udigo'^ai) 'eat the bananas' 
udi 'go^ai) 'eat the banana' 

go'do^i 'get them' 

'godo^i 'get it' 



2.2 Inventory of consonants 

Manam has 13 consonant phonemes. 

Table 1. Manam consonants 



Bilabial Alveolar 



Velar 



Glottal 



Stops 


vl 


P 


t 




vd 


b 


d 


Fricatives 


vl 




s 




vd 




z 


Nasals 




m 


n 


Laterals 






I 


Vibrants 






r 
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Phoneme 


AUophones 


/P/ 


(p"] 


N 


[t"] 


PI 


m~(>k''] 


Pol 


[b] 


l(M 


[d] 


/g/ 


[g] ~ [y] 


/s/ 


[s] ~ [0] 


Izl 


[z]~[4?] 


Iml 


[m] 


Inl 


[nj 


/D/ 


lo] 


N 


[11 


M 


[f] ~ [f] 



2.2.1 Discussion. Manam is undergoing a change from backed k to the 
glottal stop. The velar stops are still used only by older people in the 
Northeast quadrant of the island. 

/nV, /n/ and /g/ contrast in all positions except word final, where /n/ does 
not occur on the surface. There is evidence that some of the word final velar 
nasals are underlying alveolar nasals. 

(5) Proto-Manam Miem Manam 

*dan dan darj 'water' 

*man man marj *bird* 



2.3 Inventory of vowels 

Manam has five vowel phonemes. 

Table 2. Manam vowels 





Front 


Central 


Back 


High 


/ 




u 


Mid 


e 







Low 




a 
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